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Madurai-Yiran and Munadian, who act as guardians of
their shrines. Apparently, however, Pidari is regarded
as slightly less squeamish in the matter of bloodshed
than the others, as curtains are drawn before the other
three when animals are sacrificed to Madurai-Viran
and Munadian, but not before Pidari. No festival is
held for Kallamman, who seems to be a rather inert
deity, of no great account in practical affairs.
During the festivals   of   Mariamman, Pidari, and
Angalamman the ablutions are particularly elaborate.
The image is washed twice every day, morning and
evening, with water, oil, milk, cocoanut niilk, a solution
of turmeric, rosewater, a solution of sandalwood, honey,
sugar, limes, and a solution of the bark of certain trees,
separately in a regular order.   This ceremonial washing
is called in the Tamil country Abishegam,1 and certainly
deserves an imposing name.   The pujari nest repeats
certain mantrams (sacred texts) before the image, after
the example of Brahman priests, and the offerings of the
people, boiled rice, fruit, flowers, cakes, sugar, etc., are
presented, incense and camphor are burnt, and prostra-
tions made to the deity.    Every evening, after sunset,
an image of the goddess, made of a metal, on a small
wooden platform decorated with tinsel and flowers, is
carried in procession on the shoulders of the people
round the main streets of the village, accompanied
with fireworks and torches, and the inspiriting sounds
of the tom-tom.    After the procession, camphor is
burnt, a cocoanut broken, and the image replaced in the
shrine.
On the tenth day of the festival, in the evening,
animal sacrifices are offered, consisting of fowls and
sheep, to Madurai-Viran and Munadian. People who
have made vows, in times of sickness or distress, or in
order to secure some boon, bring their victims to the
shrine. Water and turmeric are poured on the whole
body of the animal, aad some mantrams are recited by
1 Abhishtka, the Sanskrit word for the ceremonial anointing
of a king or a god.